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Count of Staremberg, who commanded the forces of
the Archduke, was ill; this circumstance the King of
Spain was profiting by. But the Count grew well
again quicker than was expected; promptly assembled
his forces; marched against the army of the King of
Spain; engaged it, and obliged it, all astonished, to
retire under Saragossa. This ill-success fell entirely on
Villadarias, who was accused of imprudence and neg-
ligence. The King of Spain was desperately in want of
generals, and M. de Vendome, knowing this, and sick
to death of banishment, had asked some little time
before to be allowed to offer his services. At first he
was snubbed. But the King of Spain, who eagerly
wished for M. de Vendome, despatched a courier, after
this defeat, begging the King to allow him to come
and take command. The King held out no longer.

The Due de Vendome had prepared everything in
advance; and having got over a slight attack of gout,
hastened to Versailles. M. du Maine had negotiated
with Madame de Maintenon to obtain permission to
take Vendome to the Duchesse de Botirgogne. The
opportunity seemed favourable to them. Vendome
was going to Spain to serve the brother and sister of
the Duchess; and his departure without seeing her
would have had a very disagreeable effect. The Due
du Maine, followed by Vendome, came then that day
to the toilette of the Duchesse de Bourgogne. There
happened that there was a very large company of men
and ladies. The Duchess rose for them, as she always
did for the Princes of the blood and others, and for all
the Dukes and Duchesses, and sat down again as usual;
but after this first glance, which could not be refused,